In his report of the 26th May on this website, Douglas Henderson described Old Boys matches as being 'not very satisfactory contests as the best old boys probably play for clubs and can’t be released on a Saturday'. The Shrewsbury vs Shrewsbury Saracens fixture this year was an exception to that rule. 

Traditionally, our old boys fixture against the Shrewsbury Saracens always took place on the last day of term on Speech Day that was a Friday. With a change of management, this was recently changed to a Saturday and with many of our better old boys playing ECB Premier League cricket or even First Class, it would be challenging for them to field a competitive side on Speech Day. A 2nd XI side played a Saracens 2nd XI made up of locally based club players and the odd parent or member of staff. The school now play a T20 match against a touring side starting after speeches were completed and finishing before the final call over of term.

As a result, the Saracens 1st XI fixture was moved to the day before half term. The 2nd XI fixture takes place on the day before the end of term and is billed as a part of the end of term entertainment. For the last couple of years, the exam schedulers have been kind  though the weather hasn't. 

This year, the weather was kind though a little cool as it has been throughout May in Shrewsbury. The Saracens put together a strong side containing many of the side that won the HMC T20 in 2011 including the sons of master i/c Andy Barnard and assistant master i/c Rob Morris. As there were county T20 fixtures that evening , they were unable to call on the Old Salopians currently involved in county cricket. However, they had included Ruaidhri Smith of Glamorgan in the side and having finished his exams at Bristol was yet to join up with his Glamorgan team mates for the rest of the summer. The Shrewsbury batsmen were relieved to hear that an injury to another Old Salopian, David Lloyd, had resulted in Ruaidhri being called up to play in the T20 that evening against Essex. 

The sides were captained by the Lewis brothers, who as well as being the 5th generation of their family to go to Shrewsbury, are grandsons of Peter May. Their paternal grandfather, also Henry Lewis, was one of the founders of the Cricketer Cup. Henry, the eldest brother, left in 2012 and captained the  school with great distinction for two years including the school's first T20 title, won with a team of mainly Lower 6th formers. George is 1st XI captain this season and like his brother has spent 3 years in the side. 

The Saracens won the toss and elected to bat and despite the early loss of Milligan-Manby, Will Cook and Steve Barnard progressed relatively sedately putting on 61 in 15 overs. The departure of Barnard brought Henry Lewis to the wicket and the pair added 103 at a run a ball as they were especially severe on the slower bowlers. Lewis's dismissal, stumped by Hargrave off Westbury, had little impact on the run rate with Will Mason playing a brief cameo of 20 including two huge sixes. Cook was now taking command and reached his hundred off 103 balls, with only 3 dot balls faced in his last 24 scoring 43 runs. 

The Saracens completed their innings on 222/6 and Shrewsbury maintained their reputation of getting through overs quickly bowled their allocation of 40 in and hour and 54 minutes! George Panayi, an England Under 17 pace bowler, was the pick of the bowlers with 3/33 from 8 overs.

The Shrewsbury openers may have had some comfort in not facing Glamorgan's Smith, but Steve Barnard had other ideas. Believed by many at Shrewsbury to be one of the quickest Shrewsbury bowlers in recent years and still receive the same recognition as his two siblings, Barnard tore through the top order. Oli Westbury, was strangled down the leg-side and Lewis nicked the ball to the keeper, before Harry Adair was caught at slip trying to avoid a short ball from Barnard. At 26/3 in the 7th over, Shrewsbury looked a long way from victory. Charlie Home and Dan Durman set about rebuilding the innings playing Barnard positively before Home departed leg-before in the 13th over to give Barnard his 4th wicket. 

The diminutive George Hargrave came to the wicket and started circumspectly. Many Shrewsbury supporters liken him to James Taylor because of his size, but there the comparison ends as George is left-handed. He is a member of the Warwickshire Academy set-up and a won an award for his batting at last year's Bunbury Festival and having scored his first 1st XI century on the first day of the season against St Edward's, Oxford, has scored heavily since. 

He came to the crease with the score on 50/4 and added 53 in quick time before Morris turned one past Durman's outside edge and perished stumped for an enterprising 33. Hargrave was then joined by fellow Warwickshire academy player, George Panayi. The pair added 55 in 10.3 overs before the latter gave a sharp return catch to James Aston for his only wicket of the match. 

With 65 needed from 45 balls, it was still anyone's game when Charlie Adams joined Hargrave. Enterprising captaincy from Henry Lewis saw the introduction of slow left-armer Matt Gregson and Lewis himself, enabled the score to tick over and two massive sixes by Adams boosted the rate. With two overs to go and 20 needed, both sides were still in with a chance. Eight runs from the penultimate over meant that 12 were still needed but canny bowling from the Shropshire spinner, Gregson meant that no boundaries were conceded and the Saracens ran out winners by just 3 runs. Hargrave had nudged and nurdled his way to 76* from 83 balls and 20* from Charlie Adams at almost a run a ball had got the school side so agonisingly close. 

